
What is Interreg anyway?

Interreg is a tool of the European Union 
(EU) that finances local cooperation projects 
across borders. These projects bring 
people together from different regions to 
solve common issues that cannot be easily 
managed within a single country. By pulling 
together knowledge and resources, Interreg 
improves healthcare, safety, environmental 
protection, education, transportation, 
local economies, and so much more. 
Interreg projects also build trust between 
people from different countries.  A similar 
tool is used by the EU with neighbouring 
countries, strengthening cooperation even 
further. Source: European Commission
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Why are we celebrating?

Interreg is turning 25 this year! That’s right, it’s been a quarter century 
since the first Interreg projects began connecting regions across 
borders. Now is the time to celebrate what we’ve accomplished through 
cooperation. It is also an opportunity to recognise that there is still much 
more we can achieve.
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Sharing borders, growing closer

EUROPEAN COOPERATION DAY

INTERACT is co-financed by the European Regional Development Fund

What’s planned for 2015?

European Cooperation Day, a yearly campaign promoting Interreg’s 
achievements, will highlight this special anniversary in a number of 
ways. Join us in celebrating Interreg’s 25th birthday! Everyone involved in 
cooperation, past and present, is invited to take part in the festivities in 
their region. 
Interreg programmes will be organising local events open to the public in 
September. Listen to the song created about cooperation through Interreg, 
and take part in the contest to find Interreg a slogan. Learn more about 
these initiatives on www.ecday.eu.

The Luxembourgish Presidency of the Council of the European Union will 
host an event on 15-16 September at Campus Belval in Esch-sur-Alzette, 
Luxembourg, with the support of the European Commission and the 
INTERACT programme. The day will showcase changes Interreg has brought 
to people’s lives in local communities. It will also put regional cooperation in 
Europe in an international context: what Interreg can contribute to and take 
away from other cooperation models across the world.
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